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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON 
MONDAY 11 August 2025 COMMENCING AT 6.00. P.M.
 
In attendance were Councillors Cllr J Bexfield (Chair), Cllr T Jerdan (V Chair) Cllr R Longstaff, 
[bookmark: _Hlk206133736]Cllr S Bexfield, Cllr T Wills Porter, Cllr W Childs, Cllr J Juszczyk  

Also in attendance: Mrs E Murray (Clerk) 5 members of the public

1. To receive apologies for absence    
	No apologies

2. To receive declarations of interest
	Scouts, Grange Garage, ATAC, Widdy Welcomes Widdrington and Stobswood Allotments

3. Minutes of Parish Meeting held for approval and adoption  
   	Cllr J Bexfield proposed to approve and adopt the minutes. The proposal was seconded by Cllr W Childs, All in Favour Motion Passed

4. Matter arising on Minutes – None

			 5.Agenda items:
· Standing Item Banking – Bank of Ireland now all complete and payments being made
· Standing Item S106 –Bathroom refurbishment is complete. (NCC representative is in discussion with Gleesons on behalf of the parish council)
· Standing Item Community Centre brief update – user group meeting on 20.8.2025 at 5pm 
· Standing Item AGAR – accountant is looking through the financial information to give the parish council a starting point
· Notice Board Quotation Received £1842.84. Proposal to purchase when the new park in Stobswood is complete. . Proposed Cllr J Bexfield Seconded Cllr T Wills Porter, All in Favour Motion Passed
· Christmas tree quotation received and agreed at last meeting 14.7.2025. Discussion held with reference to purchasing a living tree; Cllr T Jerdan will contact colleagues in the National Trust for guidance/quotation (Action: Cllr T Jerdan)
· Hedge Stobswood Allotments - Cllr J Bexfield submitted a request through NCC, still waiting for communication
· Northumberland Local Plan 'Call for Sites' Consultation email sent to Cllrs 23.7.2025 discussed and discussion re: former Avala park site.
· Discussion - quote for Parkside Gardens removal of trees £3720.00 Proposed Cllr J Bexfield seconded Cllr T Wills Porter All in Favour Motion Passed 

   6.Actions: Action Log 

  7. Reports from Outside Bodies

· Service Users – Use of Community Centre – Bookings in diary 
· Audits 2025
· Staffing – JD 
 
 

 8. Correspondence Received 

Sent via email 4.8.2025

· Saint John the Baptist Parish Church request for funding 50% of request to be given Proposed Cllr J Bexfield seconded Cllr T Wills Porter All in Favour Motion Passed
· Support with payment of hall fees for Widdy Woofers ATAC  50% of requested Proposed Cllr T Wills Porter seconded Cllr R Longstaff All in Favour Motion Passed. 
· Request for sponsorship Stobswood welfare-discussion 50% of requested Proposed Cllr J Bexfield seconded Cllr T Jerdan All in Favour Motion Passed. Cllr R Longstaff may sponsor privately Grange Garage (further consideration)

  9. Planning Applications:

Sent via email to Cllrs 20.7.2025
· 25/02321 – Mile Road Discussed and agreed
· 25/02012 – Mile Road Discussed and agreed
· 25/02615/FUL – Margaret Street Discussed and agreed      
                          
 10. Financial
· Payments for approval 

11. Finance 
· Parish Clerk’s financial statement 

1. Bank of Ireland Account Balance as at 31 July 2025 - £129,935.54

2. HSBC Account Balance as at 3 August 2025 - £2590.96

· Parish Council Ringfenced monies 
·  Play Park – Stobswood - £20,000 Balance £20,000
              Refurbishment – S106 – Community Centre - £35,000 Balance £35,000

12. AOB

To consider any urgent business which shall be limited to circumstances in which the Council’s responsibilities cannot be met, or the Council’s interests are likely to be prejudiced, if the business is deferred to the next available meeting in order to allow for inclusion on the relevant agenda. 
                                                                                                
· Parking spaces discussed, some concerns from the library users being unable to park signs to be put up allocating library users the row nearest the community centre and community centre users the row adjacent Proposed Cllr J Bexfield seconded Cllr W Childs All in Favour Motion Passed. (Action: Cllr J Bexfield will order signs)
· Drains at the community centre discussed Proposal Cllr J Bexfield to have Drain kings costing £150+VAT Seconded Cllr T Jerdan All in favour Motion passed
· A mention was made to thank Cllr R Longstaff for all his efforts with the floral displays in the parish


Parish Clerk    
Email: Pcclerkwiddstob1@outlook.com 
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